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Yeah, kinship rules, you know, once again, they were established, they were set up in a
way that, you know, really helped our society have a flow in terms of, you know, the
balance was there. The balance of everyday life, everyone knew their role, we knew
what needed to be done, and we never spent time questioning why those needed to be
done. It was just a simple, but great way of life that we lived.

And then the come of settlers and Christopher Columbus and, you know, all of this that
came, you know, in Custer, all of these experiences have really changed our kinship
roles to now adjusting to today's society, where I would say there's a lack of really
clearly defined roles for our children to follow.

I mean, we talk about role models, we talk about individuals to kind of lead the way, but
if we don't have the tools ourselves to really establish a society where we can foster our
traditional kinship values and roles that we had, it really makes it difficult. So we almost
have to go to that place, we have to challenge ourselves as teachers, as educators, as
parents, to really work on ourselves personally, you know, to not live in a way where you
have addictions, where you have behaviors, where you're not allowing students to grow.

I think so much over time, a long time ago our grandparents and our parents spent time
helping students learn tools by watching, but nowadays our role is so, there's such a
challenge that our grandmothers, our grandfathers spend more time trying to control the
future of our grandchildren.

Our parents spend so much time telling the students, telling our kiddos what not to do,
rather than showing them what to do, because our students are so in a place where
they don't have the basic tools, you know, available to them and they're setting their
own lives in their daily, you know, whether it's trauma or whether it's other experiences
they may have had. And so if we could get to that place and that point within ourselves,
it starts with us as individuals.

And so as a teacher, as a person, those are the things that we have to utilize, you know,
and develop those tools for ourselves first.


