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Materialism was not a big thing. I mean, we owned stuff. Sure, we did. We had to. We
owned our... Other women owned their teepees, and we all owned our clothing and
stuff. We had to acquire stuff in order just to get by every day. But it wasn't for the sake
of stockpiling it so we could have more than everybody else, because that's not what
our economy was based on. If we had an economy at all, it was a trading economy. We
traded within our communities, and with other tribes. But it was not a capitalistic
economy. It was not by any means.

And it all goes back to the circle. It's the ultimate symbol of kinship, as we were taught.
Everything and everyone that's alive belongs in that circle. It's very simple. It doesn't
matter whether you're an ant or a buffalo or people or a bird or anything else. Any of the
variety of life that we have here in this part of the country, that our ancestors were part
of, everything belonged in that circle. And so we're all related in that sense. That's the
larger kinship. And that's why we say, because we invoke that connection to everything
that is.

And no one has a higher or lower place in that circle. No one is first and no one is last.
And it's the same way within our own familial kinship system. I mean, we all know it. I
mean, those of us who are aware of our culture know it. The brothers of your father are
also, you are dressed as ate. And the only uncle you have is your mother's brothers.
That's your uncle. And your mother's sisters, if she has any, you're also dressed as ina.
And the only auntie you have are your father's sisters. So what that does is it brings
everybody closer in concept.

Because look at all the mothers you have. Look at all the dads you have. By the same
way, look at all the grandmas and grandpas you have out there. When I was a kid, all
these old people would come visit us. My grandma and grandpa always said, there's
your grandpa, there's your grandma. So I always addressed them as such. Whether
they really were by blood or not didn't matter. Because what that did is it created that
relationship. I have a grandmother to grandson relationship with that person. I have a
grandfather to grandson relationship.

And there were numerous kinds of those relationships. And what it did is it enabled that
sense of who I was. It affirmed it. It made me feel good about myself to have all these
people there when I needed them, if I needed them. I remember a few years ago
somebody was talking about the fact that somebody wrote a book or somebody came
up with the concept that the village raises a child. No big deal. We've been doing that for
a long time. It's not new to us. But we just need to do more of it. We need to, again,
make it an important part of the process.


