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Yeah, one of the really damaging things about the boarding school system was that it
broke up our families. And when you're away from your family, I was in boarding schools
for twelve years, and when you're in a completely different and foreign environment, you
don't have role models. We didn't have role models of how to be a mother, how to be a
father. We lost that kinship system. And of course, we went home for three months and
were able to – my family was really strong, strong in tradition and strong in kinship.

And all growing up, I knew all the people by their Lakota names. We all have Lakota
names. The majority of us have an English name and a Lakota name. And I knew all the
elders by their Lakota names. And so, every time we met somebody, they'd tell us who
they were. You know, this is your relative. Even if it's like three or four generations back,
they were cousins. They still named all the generations back to that, how you're
connected to them through blood. And our tradition is that you don't cross bloodlines.
You can't marry a relative.

And we didn't have first cousins, second cousins, nothing like that. They were cousins.
So, they could be third cousins, but in English society, you could marry your first or
second cousin, but we couldn't do that. As long as there was a connection by blood,
there was no way that we could marry into that family. And we really believe strongly in
that because of birth defects and all of that, all the negative things that come from
inbreeding. So, the Lakota knew about inbreeding, the consequences of inbreeding.

And so, we had a really strong taboo on crossing bloodlines. And so, we want our
children to know those things. We want our children to know their relatives, how to treat
their relatives, you know, with respect and to be kind and, you know, to be there for
them. And we thought that was really important because many families lost that
because of boarding schools. Some of the kids at the boarding school didn't even go
home for that three months. And so, they were there 12 months a year, I mean, 12
months, yeah, a year for 12 years, you know.

So, they lost that family kinship system.


