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Iktomi lived in a village, and he was not very nice. You know Iktomi, he's lazy, expects
everybody to serve him. So he was sitting in the village one day, and he was saying,
Can I have some of your food? And the person said, You know Iktomi, it's impolite for us
to say no. But you have not helped us. You go out, and you bring some food back, and I
will fix it for you. I'm not going to do that.

You're kicking me out?

I know when I'm not wanted. So off he goes, and he finds another village. Well that
village soon came to realize that Iktomi, again, was lazy. So he thought, Well, I'm just
going to go to another village, so I'll do that. So he gets up, and he starts walking, and
walking, and walking, and he goes along, and he goes along, and he comes to a hill,
and he goes down the hill, and up the hill, and down the hill, and up the hill, and he
goes, Oh, I'm so tired.

Those lazy people in that village didn't even give me anything to eat so that I could go
on this trip. How lazy they are. It's a good thing I brought my drum. I can entertain
myself. And so he's going up a hill, and he's singing a song, and as he looks down the
hill, there's this beautiful pond, and on the pond, there's lots of ducks.

Oh, good, I can eat, I can eat, I'm going to run down the road. What do you think?

No. So he starts to... I think that's the right way. So he gets up again,... and then he
stops, and he goes, Oh, I know what that way is. Okay, so he goes down the hill, and
he's singing a song, and he's singing about a traditional song because he says he's
practicing it, and the ducks go, Iktomi, Iktomi, let's fly away!

And he just doesn't pay any attention to the ducks, and the ducks go, He's not paying
any attention to us. Iktomi is just singing a song, and the ducks go, Why isn't he paying
any attention to us?

So they get up, and they go, Iktomi! Iktomi goes, Go away, I'm busy. He's pounding his
drum, and he's singing, and he goes, Iktomi, quack, quack, what are you doing?

Quack, quack, I want to see you!

Quack, quack, what are you doing?

Let us tell us what you're saying! Quack, quack, quack, All right! You are so noisy! Be
quiet, be quiet.



So then he's singing a song. Well, what are you doing? right. I'll tell you, I'm practicing a
song, and the song that I'm singing is a sacred song because I have to go to this village
that's over there and sing these songs, so I'm practicing. Well, we want to hear the
song, and we want to dance to it, too. No, you cannot hear the song, and you cannot
dance to it. It's a sacred song. Now I have to sing it in my mind. So he's hitting the drum,
and the ducks go,... quack, sing it so we can dance, quack, Why do you have to be so
noisy?

Okay, okay, okay.

But in these conditions, you have to close your eyes. Well, why do we have to close our
eyes? Quack, quack.

Why?

Well, because it's a sacred song, and if you don't close your eyes, your eyes will turn
red. Oh, okay. So Tomi gets in the center, and he starts singing this song, and it's a
sacred song, and so the ducks start going around and around with their eyes closed,
and they're kind of bumping into each other, and Tomi hits one, and then he hits another
one, and he hits another one, and he hits another one.

One of the ducks falls over, oh, open your eyes, you fools, if Tomi is killing us, and off
they fly.

But Tomi has four nice fat ducks, and those ones that flew off, that's why they have red
eyes to this day, because it was a sacred song.


